
 

Requirements and Expectations  

The education of children is one of the most basic and important responsibilities of a 
parent. From the moment of their birth, children are completely dependent on their 
parents for their every need, and that includes their need to be brought out of the darkness 
of ignorance into the light of true knowledge and understanding. Religious education, 
therefore, is not an optional accessory in raising your child; it is an obligation placed upon 
parents by God himself.  

Here at St. Benedict we take seriously our responsibility in helping parents fulfill their duty 
of raising their children in the Catholic faith. But in order for the parish to be effective in 
helping your child reach maturity in their relationship with God, one thing must be clear 
from the outset: It is not our job to educate your child in the faith. It is yours.  

Programs of religious education at St. Benedict exist as a support for parents, not a 
replacement. Our priests and director of religious education are not working for you, but 
with you, to educate your child in the most important facet of human life: their relationship 
with God.  

Please note: All of our catechists are unpaid volunteers who are moved by their own faith 
and generosity to assist you in your responsibility of raising your child in the faith. The 
cost of religious education is only enough to cover the cost of materials, and if serious 
reasons make it impossible for you to pay for these materials, the parish will assist you in 
covering the cost. We do not charge money for Sacraments, but only ask that you assist 
us in paying for the materials necessary to prepare your children to receive them.  

The following are the expectations for parents who want to partner with St. Benedict’s in 
shaping the religious and spiritual life of their children. There are no exceptions to these 
expectations, as they represent only the bare minimum of parental commitment in the 
process of their child’s religious education. It is expected that parents will actually do 
much more to ensure that their children are formed in the faith, and the purpose of this 
pamphlet is only to lay out the absolute minimum requirements for receiving sacraments 
or other services here at St. Benedict.  

 

  


